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“All of us, even a small Smurf, can achieve big goals!”
Demi Lovato Singer,
Voice of Smurfette

Introducing the Global Goals

Subject

This can be used for an assembly, tutor time
or class activity.

Learning Outcome

Learners can explain what the Global Goals
for Sustainable Development are and why
they are important.
Learners feel empowered to take small
actions towards the achievement of the Goals.

Preparation

If possible, print and display, or project, the
Global Goals at the front of the room using
appendix 2 or 3, and screen the animation if
possible. Prepare a board to write students’
suggestions. Be ready to print out student
results from the online Smurf quiz or provide
paper for students to draw their Smurf.

Find out more
For more information about the Global Goals
visit www.globalgoals.org
For:
• Advice on how to teach the Global Goals

Total Time:

30
mins

• A Global Goals booklet written for children
• More lesson plans to dig deeper into
the Global Goals and a link to additional
resources
• A gallery of Global Goals images

Age Range:

8-11

• Help with encouraging children to take
year olds
action
Visit www.globalgoals.org/worldslargestlesson
To join UNICEF and Team Smurfs to make the world
a happier place visit www.SmallSmurfsBigGoals.com
and celebrate World Happiness Day with the United
Nations and Team Smurfs on March 20
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Introducing the Global Goals
Introduction

5

mins

As students enter the room, have the following question displayed: ‘What are the biggest problems
faced by people in our community/ country /worldwide?” (adapt as appropriate)
Encourage the children to think from the perspectives of others. For example you could say, “We need
you to think like you are the president!”
In pairs, have students identify some of the biggest problems facing their community, their country, or the
world. Take some suggestions from the group. These could be written onto a board at the front.
Use appendix 1 to help prompt if necessary.

The Global Goals

5

mins

Have students watch Sir Ken Robinson’s animation, the World's Largest lesson Part 1, introduced by
Michelle Rodriguez, the voice of Smurfstorm, on a large screen or computer screens, or group students
together to watch on a mobile phone: https://vimeo.com/album/3606785/video/207843269
Alternatively you can read the script in Appendix 4, or ask students to read a paragraph each aloud.
Students could also read the comic book from http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/using-thepower-of-comics/, scrolling through each frame on a mobile phone or tablet.

Understanding the Global Goals
Show students the Global Goals (Appendix 2 or 3), pointing out which Goals relate to the problems they
have identified. Compare their lists of problems with the Global Goals, displayed at the front.

5

mins

For an assembly, you could have 17 students stand at the front with their backs to the room. Each
student holds a sheet of paper with one of the Global Goals written on it. When someone suggests the
problem tackled by their Goal they turn around.

Activity
1. Go to www.SmallSmurfsBigGoals.com to take quiz to find out which Smurf they are most like and what
UN Goals the Smurfs support. Join #TeamSmurfs by sharing the result on social media with the hashtag
#SmallSmurfsBigGoals and tagging @TheWorldsLesson on Twitter.
2. Either print out or ask students to draw the Smurf they pick in the quiz, and draw a speech bubble with
an idea about how they can help achieve the Goals. It could be anything from a small personal action, like
eating healthily, to a big idea like inventing a new form of renewable energy. Encourage students to be
creative, and emphasise that all their actions, no matter how small, when put together with the actions of
students around the world doing the World’s Largest Lesson, can make a big difference.
Collect the pictures and make a display at school, share it with us on Facebook at The World's Largest
Lesson, or tweet as above.
3. End the lesson by watching Part 2 of the World’s Largest Lesson animation, written by Sir Ken
Robinson and introduced by Emma Watson. This 5 minute animation tells the inspiring stories of 6 young
people who are already inventing, innovating and campaigning for the Global Goals:
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org

15
mins
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Problems Faced by People Today
(use as prompt if necessary).
• Poverty
• Inequality between countries
• Hunger
• Poor health and disease
• Dirty water
• Lack of sanitation
• Poor education – some children can’t go to school
• Low-paying and not enough jobs
• Low economic growth – countries do not earn enough money to pay for everything their people need
• Gender inequality – men and women are treated differently and not given the same opportunities
• War, fighting and instability
• People don’t feel safe
• Violence between people
• Corruption and injustice
• No respect for human rights
• Countries never work together or agree on anything
• Not enough energy for everyone to live comfortably
• Weak infrastructures, poor technology and communications
• Un-safe towns and cities
• Unsustainable cities that consume more than the world can produce
• There’s too much wastage of resources and not enough re-cycling
• Climate change
• Polluted seas and oceans
• Damaged habitats
• We have limited access to technology and expensive mobile phones and computers
• People don’t feel they are protected properly
• Population growth
• Obesity
• Racism
• Breakdown of communities

Appendix 1
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Appendix 2
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The Global Goals - a low resolution print version

Appendix 3
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World’s Largest Lesson Part 1:
What are the Global Goals?
Read Out This Script If You Are Unable To Show The Animation

World’s Largest Lesson 2015 animation
Excuse me…hello. Have you got a minute?
This is important. We need your help.
Imagine you’re travelling in space.
You’re looking for intelligent life.
You’ve been travelling for a while because space is…very spacious.
You’ve already spotted millions of planets with no life at all.
Lots of acid, lava that sort of thing.
But not where to go for your holidays.
And then you see it:
Earth!
A tiny island in space:
a little speck of water, rock and soil, with a thin veil of air that we can breathe.
There might be life out there in space, but here on Earth its everywhere…
On the land, in the water, in the air – plants, insects, birds fish, and every type of living
creatures; some beautiful, and some frankly a bit weird.
And people, billions of people like you and me.
You know, beautiful… reasonably intelligent life.
Well just saying.
In most ways, we are just like the rest of life on earth.
We start from tiny seeds and with the right conditions we grow and mature.
To do that we all need the same basic things
No not mobile phones, trainers and Facebook.
But fresh water, clear air and healthy food.
Without those, we don’t last long, no matter how smart our phones are.
The good news is that the earth has enough for all of us.

Appendix 4

Introducing the Global Goals | P7

The bad news is…
We’ve got some serious problems in our way.
The first is climate change.
The way we are living on earth now is damaging the very things we need to live.
The fuels we burn are chocking the atmosphere with gases we can’t breathe.
We are running out of clean drinking water.
and some of it is wasted on things we don’t need.
And all of this is changing the weather.
And that’s not even the half of it.
The second problem is inequality.
Some people on earth have far more than they need.
And most people don’t have nearly enough.
Many live in terrible poverty.
It’s just not right.
Millions of people are unable to get medicines or healthcare that could stop them getting sick.
Or cure them if they do.
In some places, children complain about having to go to school.
In others, millions of others can’t go to school at all.
Is that fair?
The thing is we are causing these problems.
So, we can fix them too, if we all work together and get creative.
Let me explain.
If you think about it all living things have superpowers.
Birds can fly.
We can’t.
Dogs can smell things we can’t which is not always a bad thing.
Plants absorb gas which we can’t breathe and turn it into air which we can.
But human beings have a power that other creatures don’t.
We are the most creative creatures ever.
Our heads are full of ideas and we are great at making things too.
With that power we’ve already changed the world over and over and solved thousands of
problems.
So now we can do it again.
The good news is we have a plan.
A plan that can succeed with your help.
There is one organisation in the world that represents the people of 193 countries and is
entirely dedicated to keeping us peaceful and working together.
You may have heard of it – the United Nations.
They have just announced The Global Goals for sustainable development.
These are 17 goals to protect the planet against climate change and make the world safer …
fairer… and more just for everyone.
We have to achieve these goals by 2030.
The great thing about the plan is that we can check how we are doing as we go along.
Give ourselves a pat on the back if we do well and… try harder if not.
2030 isn’t so far away – so we need to start right now.
There is a lot we can do if we work together and get really creative.
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We can start by making these goals famous.
So find out what they are and tell EVERYONE and ask everyone to tell everyone else.
Then – and this is the exciting bit see if there’s something practical you can do to actually
help.
If we don’t waste food, water or electricity, that could help protect the planet.
If we all stick up for people who are being treated fairly and respect each others human rights
that would make a big difference too.
There are 17 goals all together.
So lots of different ways in which you can help.
We also need some new ideas and new ways of doing things.
What if being a girl or a boy made no difference in how safe you feel, the friends you have, or
the places you could go?
What if we found new ways to make water clean and drinkable?
What if we could recycle all of our waste?
What else do you think we could do?
We all live on earth and we depend on the earth to live.
We have so many different cultures but, we only have one planet.
If we take care of it, and each other, and share what we produce fairly and sustainably,
everything we need is right here.
Some day we may find intelligent life in other planets.
In the meantime, lets see how intelligent we can make it down here for all of us – at home,
on earth.
I’m just saying.
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